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TEENAGE AMPUTEE REUNITED WITH 
LIFESAVING FIRST RESPONDERS
Earlier this year, Toowoomba teenager, Ned Desbrow, 
reunited with the team of first responders who saved 
his life in May 2019.

He says a lot of blood, sweat and tears went into 
getting him to the emotional reunion at the RACQ 
LifeFlight Rescue helicopter base.
“It wasn’t my time to go out.

“I just didn’t want to believe it, so I just kept fighting 
and fighting,” he said.

The then 18-year-old was operating a skidder on 
a property in Tara last year, when his left leg was 
caught up by a wire being towed at the rear.

“It kept on pulling and basically got up to my hip, 
until there was only 100mm left of my femur.”

Two RACQ LifeFlight Rescue aeromedical crews, 
Queensland Ambulance Service paramedics, 
Queensland Fire and Emergency Service firefighters 
and local medical professionals were urgently called 
to the paddock.

After several hours of trying to free Ned and lengthy 
consultation, the difficult decision was made to 
amputate his left leg at the scene, in order to free him 
from the machinery and save his life.

RACQ LifeFlight Rescue Critical Care Doctor, Martin 
Londahl, said he wasn’t sure Ned would make it, but 
the in-field surgery was his best hope of survival.
“His chances of making it through were very, very slim.

“We said that what we would do, is get everything 
set up and optimise it, as much as we can, give 
him the absolute best shot we can and we did,” Dr 
Londahl said.

“We succeeded and it’s absolutely amazing.”

Since then, Ned says while his life has significantly 
changed, the accident has strengthened his resolve 
to live a long, normal life.

“I’ve always wanted to be remembered by something 
and not leave the world, without making my mark, 
and that’s exactly what this accident has done for me.
“It’s inspired me,” Ned said.

That fighting spirit is clear in the teenager; Ned is 
already back riding his beloved motorbike and 
skateboard and has even started his own clothing 
line, ‘Funky G’s’.

He says he owes his life to Dr Londahl and the 
emergency services personnel who came to his aid 
that fateful day and is grateful for the chance to say 
thank you.

Ned started his own clothing line, Funky G’s.

It was an emotional reunion for Ned as he met the team who 
saved his life.

Recovering in hospital with 
his mother, Melita, by his side. 
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I’VE ALWAYS WANTED TO BE REMEMBERED 
BY SOMETHING AND NOT LEAVE THE WORLD, 
WITHOUT MAKING MY MARK, AND THAT’S EXACTLY 
WHAT THIS ACCIDENT HAS DONE FOR ME.



RACQ LIFEFLIGHT RESCUE TAKES FLIGHT 
WITH JET FLEET EXPANSION
RACQ LifeFlight Rescue has taken delivery of two 
more Challenger 604 aircraft, expanding and 
upgrading the company’s fleet of dedicated, 
medically configured jets.

It’s a coup for regional Queensland, with the 
expansion giving people who live in remote 
communities even faster access to world-class 
medical treatment.

“The Challenger 604 aircraft is the longest-
range aeromedical jet available for immediate 
emergency deployment in Australia,” Executive 
Manager of the LifeFlight Coordination Centre Peter 
Elliott said.

“The aircraft can go to the majority of airstrips and 
townships in Queensland and bring those people 
to the major centres such as Townsville, Cairns, 
Mackay and Brisbane. “

The RACQ LifeFlight Rescue Air Ambulance jet fleet 
now consists of four Challenger 604s, two of which 
will be based in Brisbane and two in Townsville. 
“One of the new aircraft is replacing our Lear 45 jet 
which has been based in Townsville for the past 10 

years, while the other is an addition to our fleet,” Mr 
Elliott said. 

The latest additions arrived in Australia from 
America in February, and have since undergone an 
extensive medical fit-out.

“Each aircraft takes about two weeks to fitout, 
coming in as a corporately configured jet, which is 
then transformed into an Air Ambulance, ” Mr Elliot 
said.  Two of RACQ LifeFlight Rescue’s Challenger 
604’s and a Learjet 45, airlifted three of the injured 
miners from the Moranbah gas explosion, earlier 
this month.

More than 70% of the missions completed by the 
RACQ LifeFlight Rescue Air Ambulance jets are for 
Queensland Health patients and come at no cost 
to the patient.

“Each aircraft can be airborne in as little as 90 
minutes,” Mr Elliott said. 

“Each aircraft has a Captain and First Officer as well as 
a Critical Care Doctor and Flight Nurse.”  The jet fleet also 
services international clients, through travel insurance.
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“We have a large area where we operate, and that’s 
all the way through the South Pacific, Asia and 
beyond, and the Challenger 604 is the perfect 
aircraft for that,” Mr Elliot said.  

RACQ spokesperson Renee Smith said as a long-
time supporter of the RACQ LifeFlight Rescue 
helicopters, the Club was now proud to support its 
members and Queenslanders, with its sponsorship 
of these lifesaving jets.

“At RACQ, we’re really glad to be able to help 
people, not only on the road side, but also in 
the air right across the State, and now nationally 
through these four RACQ LifeFlight Rescue Air 
Ambulances ,” Ms Smith said.

“The jets and helicopters are critical in getting regional 
people the support they need, and never have they 
been more important than at this time. It’s great to 
be able to bring Queenslanders peace of mind and 
reassurance that our two organisations continue to work 
together, to support them.

“We want to thank the crew of doctors and the wider team 
for the work they do each and every day saving lives, and 
transporting vulnerable people to medical treatment.”

A Gift in Will to RACQ LifeFlight Rescue 
leaves a lasting legacy that will help save 
the lives of Queenslanders for generations 
to come.  

We gratefully thank and acknowledge 
the following, whose Gift in Will to RACQ 
LifeFlight Rescue helped to deliver 
lifesaving aeromedical care during this 
unprecedented time we are living in:

• Estate of Gertrude Elizabeth Parker
• L. Roberts
• Janet Mirtschin

If you would like more information on how 
to leave a Gift in Will for RACQ LifeFlight 
Rescue, please contact our Philanthropy & 
Bequest Coordinator,  
 
Cristiane Carlos, on 5665 5851 or at 
Cristiane.Carlos@lifeflight.org.au

Lifetime Legacy



Tradie Bear 
Introducing our newest furry friend, Tradie Bear!  The 
handiest (or should we say paw-iest) bear has 
arrived to help with all your post-isolation fix-me-ups!

By welcoming Tradie Bear into your den, you are 
helping RACQ LifeFlight Rescue bring lifesaving care 
to Queenslanders in need.

Donate a Jet  
The RACQ LifeFlight Rescue Air Ambulance Jets travel 
all around Queensland, and the world, providing 
lifesaving transport to those in need.

Donate a Jet Toy to a child in transport so they have 
a friend to comfort them and keep them company 
on the journey.

QUEENSLANDERS ARE 
 running to rescue
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For the month of July, the QLD community 
will join together in support of RACQ 
LifeFlight Rescue’s Run to Rescue 
challenge!

While COVID-19 may have impacted 
our usual fundraising plans for 2020, 
we’re excited to launch this brand-new 
initiative to keep our crew in the skies 
and saving lives.

Did you know one of our helicopters can fly 
up to 20,000kms in a month?
We’re challenging the QLD community to 
run, walk or ride a combined 20,000km to 
match our chopper’s distance while raising 
funds for RACQ LifeFlight Rescue!                                                        

We’d like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who has supported Run to 
Rescue by participating or donating so far. 

Every dollar raised will help cover essential 
costs including medical equipment, 
safety equipment, helicopter fuel and 
maintenance.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
• Sign up to the challenge:  

www.runtorescue.org.au  
• Tell everyone about your challenge 

and raise funds to save lives
• From the 1st of July, start your exercise 

challenge and track your kms on  
your fundraising page

LifeFlight Shop

$69.95 $19.95
$29.95

To purchase an item from the 
RACQ LifeFlight Rescue shop, 
visit www.lifeflight.org.au/shop 
or call 1800 630 014. 

Graham Parfitt 
We would like to recognise Graham as a valued 
supporter of RACQ LifeFlight Rescue because of his 
incredible fundraising efforts as a busker. Graham has 
been busking for years, however as of last year he started 
generously donating his funds to RACQ LifeFlight Rescue! 
Since then, he has raised $4,450 for our rescue service. 

Keep an eye out for Graham busking in the Narangba, 
North Lakes and Morayfield areas!  Especially if you like 
a bit of Slim Dusty 😉

When we asked Graham why he busks for RACQ 
LifeFlight Rescue, he said:

 

 Thank you Graham!

Join the LifeFlight family. Find out how you can help: 
www.lifeflight.org.au/support 

Ebonie Rose – Aviation 
Operations Coordinator 
Describe your role: 
The glue that holds all the remarkable people we 
have at LifeFlight together (pilots, crewies, doctors, 
nurses, etc.) 

What is the best part of your job?
The awesome team I get to work with and feeling 
essential to an amazing cause. 
 
As a child, what did you want to be when you 
grew up?
A helicopter pilot or an F1 driver.  Helicopter pilot 
= tick.  As my chances of becoming an F1 driver 
diminish, I’d accept team manager at this stage; 
so if anyone is speaking to Toto Wolff, please let 
him know I want his job!
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Supporter of the Quarter

Crew Chat

YOU DO A GOOD JOB FOR THE COMMUNITY, AND 
IT DOESN’T COST ANYTHING FOR THOSE WHO 
NEED YOU. I TRAVEL A LOT, AND SO YOU NEVER 
KNOW WHEN YOU’LL NEED TO BE RESCUED.



YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION
RACQ LIFEFLIGHT RESCUE MISSIONS 

FEBRUARY - APRIL 2020

The quarter saw a 22% increase of missions serviced by our 
Air Ambulance jets compared to the previous quarter.
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I will make a lifesaving donation
Name:

Address:

Suburb:   State:  Postcode:

Phone:   Mobile:

Email:

3 easy ways to donate today:
1 Complete this donation form and return it to LifeFlight,  

PO Box 5078 Robina Town Centre QLD 4230

2 Visit www.lifeflight.org.au/donate and fill in your details  
in the secure online form

3 Call our toll-free number on 1800 630 014 and make your 
donation over the phone

Please find enclosed my donation of:
$25 $50 $100 Other 

Please debit my:
 Visa  MasterCard  Amex  Diners

Cardholder’s Name:

Card No: 

Expiry:            /  Signature: 

Donations $2 or more are tax deductible

Change of details: Please call 1800 630 014 if you wish to change the 
communication you receive from LifeFlight Australia Limited.
Collection of information: LifeFlight Australia Limited is committed to 
protecting your privacy and safeguarding your personal information. LifeFlight 
does not sell, distribute or disclose your information to any third parties.

Yes!

www.lifeflight.org.au

Follow us on social!

432
HELICOPTER MISSIONS

106
AIR AMBULANCE MISSIONS

MEDICAL

TRAUMA

CARDIAC

SURGICAL

OTHER

NICU/PICU

39.65% 26.99% 19.24% 8.41% 3.12% 2.60%

https://www.facebook.com/RACQLifeFlightRescue/
https://www.instagram.com/racqlifeflightrescue/
https://twitter.com/RACQ_LifeFlight
https://www.youtube.com/c/LifeFlight_AU               
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lifeflight-australia

